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Iowa native Lauren Ashley applied her $3,000 Heartland 4 Heroes/
ThanksUSA scholarship to her junior year of Nursing studies at 
Creighton University in Nebraska. 

The daughter of a retired Air National Guardsman, Lauren plans to 
continue her family’s legacy of service by becoming a flight nurse in 
the United States Air Force. “It is my dream to care for wounded 
soldiers in-flight. I want to serve my country and fellow man, and I 
see this as a perfect fit that I am passionate about.” 

A member of the Air Force ROTC, Lauren has earned military and 
academic excellence awards. She serves as a Creighton Nursing 
Advisory Leader, has mentored incoming freshmen, and served 
missions in New Mexico and Haiti. 

Eventually, Lauren plans to continue her education and become a 
Family Nurse Practitioner. She also hopes to provide medical relief 
to those in need by joining Doctors Without Borders. 

“Thank you Heartland 4 Heroes and ThanksUSA for this incredible scholarship! I am both humbled and 
honored to receive it as I would not be able to afford college without it. Thank you for all that you do!” 



In October, 2005, Veronica Mora had just given birth to her youngest child when she learned that the 
family’s hero, Army Sergeant Arthur Mora Jr, had been killed in action while supporting Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. “The sudden loss of my husband threw me into an unknown life. I went from a happily married 
Army wife to a devastated surviving spouse in a matter of seconds. My new normal was raising three 
young children, including a newborn, all by myself while grieving the loss of my husband.” 

With the support of family and friends, Veronica slowly began to put 
long-term plans in place. Over the past 11 years, Veronica has taken 
classes whenever she had spare time. Now, thanks to a $3,000 
Heartland 4 Heroes/ThanksUSA scholarship, Veronica is a full-time 
Political Science major at the University of Toledo in Ohio. 

“My five-year plan is to graduate with a bachelor's degree in Political 
Science and then pursue a master's degree in Liberal Studies. My 
ultimate goal is obtaining employment with the Department of 
State. Working for the Department of State will allow me to carry on 
my husband's service to our country, provide for my family, and 
generate a consistent feeling of accomplishment due to the 
overwhelming amount of gratitude I have for a country that has 
done so much for my family.” 

With the assistance of a $3,000 Heartland 4 Heroes/ThanksUSA 
scholarship, Jonathan Jernigan is beginning undergraduate 
studies at Purdue University in Indiana. Jonathan’s father is an active 
soldier with the 101st Combat Aviation Brigade Regiment at Fort 
Campbell. 

Jonathan majors in Construction Engineering and Management with 
minors in Environmental Engineering and Global Engineering. Over 
the next four years, Jonathan plans to participate in studies abroad 
and international engineering partnership projects.  

“After graduation, I would like to earn a master's degree that equips 
me to work with both construction engineering and water resources. 
Upon completion of my education, I will either live and work in the 
developing world permanently or at the very least work in the 
United States but take trips overseas to work on development 
projects with Engineers Without Borders or a similar organization.” 



With the assistance of a $3,000 Heartland 4 Heroes/ThanksUSA 
scholarship, Army dependent Stella Lindaman is realizing her 
academic goals at Iowa State University. This Iowa City native majors 
in Environmental Science with an Animal Ecology minor and hopes 
to become a community leader focused on environmental issues. 

In addition to her studies, Stella is a member of the Gamma Phi Beta 
sorority and serves as a YWCA GIRLS Power Mentor. She is a VESA 
Abroad volunteer and plans to participate in a study-abroad to 
Australia during her junior year. 

“Thank you so much for gifting me the Heartland 4 Heroes/
ThanksUSA scholarship. Due to your support, I am able to focus on 
my studies and work harder to achieve my goals. This generous 
award is an incentive to continue on this path to success.” 

“Additionally, my father courageously served this country for over 20 years in two wars. I am very proud of 
him and am grateful to have assistance in recognition of his service and sacrifice.” 

Stella with her favorite Army veterans. Her grandfather, Marvin 
Lindaman (left) and her father, Jeffrey Lindaman (right)



Ohio native Devin Sigley received his second $3,000 Heartland 4 
Heroes/ThanksUSA scholarship to continue a Computer Science 
major at Youngstown State University. 

Fascinated with computers and technology from a young age, this 
Air Force dependent now dreams of enhancing society through a 
career with a well-respected tech company. “I’ve long held a 
yearning to develop software in an effort to better humanity in some 
way, whether that be through increasing ease of access for the 
disabled, optimizing efficiency in everyday programs, or simply 
making computer usage more enjoyable. Google Maps released a 
relatively small, yet hugely impactful attribute; they query locations 
to determine if they are wheelchair friendly. While this sounds 
insignificant to those of us who are mobile, it creates a world of 
difference for those confined to wheelchairs. My dream is to have a 
similarly positive impact on society through computer science.” 

Devin is a student of the Honors College, maintains a perfect GPA, and serves as a Collegiate Mentor for 
the FIRST Robotics Competition. “I truly appreciate your contribution to my success. The Heartland 4 
Heroes/ThanksUSA scholarship directly impacts my readiness and success in academic pursuits. Thanks 
again for your continued support and generosity!”

Hannah Truman was awarded a $3,000 Heartland 4 Heroes/
ThanksUSA scholarship to begin a Family and Consumer Science 
major at Brigham Young University. 

A Marine Corps dependent from Missouri, Hannah says, “I was 
blessed during my father’s service to be raised in a strong, 
supportive family. I realize that not all children come from this kind 
of background and I want to change that. To achieve this aspiration I 
have decided to pursue a degree in Family and Consumer Sciences. 
Through this discipline I will educate others about family vitality, the 
need to strengthen the home environment, and encourage positive 
human development.” 

“The Heartland 4 Heroes/ThanksUSA Scholarship will aid in this 
effort by assisting me financially in gaining the education needed to 
carry out my dream.” 



With the assistance of a $3,000 Heartland 4 Heroes/ThanksUSA 
scholarship, Kylei Giles, an Army dependent from Missouri, is 
continuing an Art Education major at Missouri State University. 

Kylei looks forward to becoming a secondary art educator and 
explains, “I want to provide students with a lifelong appreciation of 
the arts and facilitate their learning of the arts. I would also like to 
create an after-school art club for students who have may not have a 
safe place to go back to.” 

Army dependent Nia Gibbs-Francis from Fort Campbell, Kantucky, 
has received consecutive Heartland 4 Heroes/ThanksUSA 
scholarships totaling $12,000 for undergraduate studies at Austin 
Peay State University. This academic year, Nia will complete a Social 
Work major and Sociology minor.  

She plans to continue her education and earn dual Master's degrees 
in Social Work and Nonprofit Leadership and Management. “After 
achieving this, I want to begin my career by working with various 
impoverished populations to learn more about the micro issues they 
face. I will then work in the nonprofit field to improve and enrich 
their programming with my knowledge of the issues.” 

Alexander Jones was awarded a $3,000 Heartland 4 Heroes/
ThanksUSA scholarship to begin undergraduate studies at Indiana 
University Bloomington. An Arm Reserve from Illinois, Alexander 
intends to major in Education and Kinesiology to prepare for a 
career as a high school gym teacher. 

To complement the athletic side of his education, Alexander will 
participate in intramural sports throughout the year. He also enjoys 
serving others through church outreach missions. “Mission trips 
have taught me how to collaborate with others and be grateful for 
all that I have. I will apply these skills to my college studies, the 
sports I play, and in the services I provide.” 



An autoimmune disorder is what inspired Jordanne Howard to 
become a pediatric nurse. The daughter of a retired Marine Corps 
Sergeant Major, Jordanne was awarded a $3,000 Heartland 4 
Heroes/ThanksUSA scholarship to begin a Nursing major at the 
University of Kentucky. 

Jordanne plans to specialize in emergency care and eventually earn 
a doctorate. “Initially, my career goal is to work as a registered nurse 
at the Makenna David Pediatric Emergency Center in the University 
of Kentucky Albert B. Chandler Hospital. As I gain experience, I hope 
to become a nurse manager in the emergency room. Once I 
become a nurse practitioner, I plan to move from the hospital setting 
to work in family practice. I would also like to join a medical mission 
team to help those who lack resources when faced with medical 
crises.” 

Since beginning her studies, Jordanne has joined the Delta Zeta Sorority and volunteers with Prevent 
Child Abuse Kentucky and the Lexington Hearing and Speech Center. 

“Thank you for your steadfast commitment to ThanksUSA and the families it serves. As a 2018-2019 
Heartland 4 Heroes/ThanksUSA scholarship recipient, I am extremely grateful for your support. Your 
generous contribution will make it possible for me to achieve the goal of attending the University of 
Kentucky’s College of Nursing to obtain a Bachelor of Science degree and certification as a registered 
nurse specializing in pediatric emergency care.” 

The Howard family enjoying UK football



Being raised in the military community of Fort Campbell made Army dependent Adia Muhammad realize 
that not all learning takes place in the classroom. “Prejudices are quashed and perspectives are changed 
when a person attempts to integrate and contribute to a society.” 

Adia is making long-term plans to contribute to society as an international educator. With the assistance of 
a $3,000 Heartland 4 Heroes/ThanksUSA scholarship, she majors in International Studies and Education at 
Washington & Jefferson College in Pennsylvania. 

To enhance her studies, Adia has joined the Asian 
Cultural Association and serves as an America Reads 
Mentor.  Upon completion of her undergraduate 
studies, Adia plans to join the Peace Corps before 
beginning a career as an English teacher abroad. 

“The financial burden of going to my dream college 
would likely have been too much for my family to 
bear were it not for scholarships like the Heartland 4 
Heroes/ThanksUSA scholarship. I just want to say a 
sincere thank you to all of the donors who helped 
make the impossible possible for us.”

Jack McDonald from Champaign, Illinois, was awarded a $3,000 
Heartland 4 Heroes/ThanksUSA scholarship to begin undergraduate 
studies at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

A high school biology lesson on CRISPR-Cas9 genome editing 
technology inspired this Navy dependent to pursue a major in 
Bioengineering. Ultimately, Jack intends to pursue a PhD 
specializing in genetic engineering and bioinformatics. 

“I and other prospective genome editors will be creating world-
altering research. Soon, people will crave healthy food instead of 
sugar, diseases will be eradicated, and every person in the not-so-
distant future may even have the ability to live as long as they wish. 
This is a sample of how I intend to use my education as I pursue a 
career as a researcher, professor, or pioneering CEO.”



With the assistance of a $3,000 Heartland 4 Heroes/ThanksUSA 
scholarship, Army dependent Endira Caldwell from Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, is continuing undergraduate studies at the University 
of Iowa. Majoring in Linguistics with a double minor in Korean and 
Translations, Endira’s long-term plan is to teach English as a 
second language or seek employment as a translator. 

To further her understanding of Korean culture, Endira is a 
member of the Hallyu Club and a Korean Conversation Group. 
Next summer she will travel to Seoul, South Korea, to broaden her 
global perspective and increase her language aptitude at Ewha 
Womans University. 

“Thank you all for what you do. It's organizations like this that sacrifice so 
much in order to create a number of opportunities for families like my own. 
It has been an immense help in this journey through life, something I'll 
always be grateful for.” 

Endira’s brother, Donovan Caldwell, also received a $3,000 Heartland 4 
Heroes/ThanksUSA scholarship for the 2018-2019 academic year. A student 
at Iowa Western Community College, Donovan is taking pre-requisite 
courses in preparation for an Anesthesiology major. 

In 2003, their father, Army Specialist Nathaniel Caldwell Jr., was killed while 
serving in Iraq.  

Marine Corps spouse Katlin Hoss of Iowa was awarded a $3,000 
Heartland 4 Heroes/ThanksUSA scholarship to complete a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing at Creighton University in Nebraska. 

Her job as a Certified Nursing Assistant has inspired her to continue her 
education. “Working alongside nurses everyday made me realize I had 
an aptitude for the work. It warmed my heart seeing patients’ 
progression and knowing that I helped them reach their goals. I also 
enjoy the challenges the career brings and knowing that every day is 
going to be different.” 


